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“Peter Broadbentʼs Joyful Company of Singers are one of the most agile and
flexible choirs in the land, as comfortable tussling with todayʼs music as they are
gliding through plainchant… Joyful company indeed.”

“The Joyful Company of Singers nails this music, singing it with total commitment
and technical mastery.”

“From the start, the presence of an outstanding choir was evident - from the
immaculate control of their conductor, Peter Broadbent, to their own immaculate
response to every nuance of his gestures.”

One of Europeʼs most prominent chamber choirs, the Joyful Company of Singers
is renowned for its virtuosity and intensity of spirit, as well as for an astoundingly
wide repertoire, ranging from the 16th Century to the present day. An important
element of the choirʼs raison dʼêtre is its commitment to contemporary and new
music, including a high proportion of first performances.

Formed in 1988, by conductor Peter Broadbent, the choir first came to prominence
when it won the Sainsburyʼs Choir of the Year competition in 1990.  Since then it has
maintained its profile in the music world, winning an impressive list of national and
international competitions.

JCS regularly appears at all the UKʼs major music festivals and is equally prominent
overseas having performed at festivals in France, Germany, Denmark, Hungary,
Italy, Poland, USA and Russia.  The choir and Peter Broadbent were honoured to
receive the “Guidoneum Award” from the Fondazione Guido dʼArezzo in recognition
of its achievements and promotion of choral music.

Recordings feature a regular collaboration with the late Richard Hickox and CLS for
Chandos, for whom the choir has released several discs, including three in the
complete Percy Grainger Series, Lennox Berkeleyʼs Ruth, a recording of Vaughan
Williamsʼ Christmas choral music and a recording of Holstʼs choral ballet music with
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BBC National Orchestra of Wales.  On the ASV label are discs of music by Jonathan
Harvey, Francis Poulenc and Samuel Barber, and for EMI Classics, Garland for
Linda.  Other releases include A Plum Pudding with Dame Felicity Lott  (White Line),
Angels Sing! - choral music by Roxanna Panufnik (Warner Classics), Malcolm
Williamson, (Naxos), Cecilia McDowall (Dutton Epoch) and Christmas music by
Roderick Elms with the RPO (Naxos).  Where Hope is Shining, a disc of choral
works by Vaughan Williams, was released by Albion Records in 2008.

PETER BROADBENT is the founder conductor of Joyful Company of Singers and
is one of Britainʼs leading choral conductors, enjoying a versatile career with an
extensive repertoire ranging from baroque music performed on period instruments
to contemporary music, including many first performances. Broadbent has
conducted the Royal Philharmonic Orchestra, London Mozart Players, Divertimenti
Chamber Orchestra, the English Chamber Orchestra, the City of London Sinfonia,
the Southern Sinfonia, the Guildford Philharmonic Orchestra, Apollo Voices and the
BBC Singers, broadcasting frequently on BBC Radio 3 and Classic FM.
Engagements outside the UK include concerts with the Debrecen Philharmonic
Orchestra & Kodály Chorus in Hungary and a broadcast with the National Cham-
ber Choir in Dublin.

In 2003 he conducted an Atelier at the XV Europa Cantat in Barcelona, including
music by Tavener, Rautavaara and Tarik OʼRegan and in 2006 he conducted the
World Youth Choir in their summer session giving concerts in Italy, Switzerland,
France, Belgium and Germany.  He appears as an adjudicator at International
Choral Competitions throughout Europe and the UK and conducts workshops and
masterclasses throughout the UK, Europe, the US and Canada and was a member
of the Artistic Committee of the Polyfollia International Choral Showcase in
Normandy .  In 2007, Peter Broadbent was awarded the honour of the Pro Cultura
Hungarica Award by the Hungarian government in recognition of his services to
Hungarian music.

Production Credits:

Producer/Engineer: Michael Ponder
Edited by: Jennifer Howells
Cover Picture: Benjamin Ealovega

Recorded on 10th and 11th October 2009 at St. Pauls Church, New Southgate,
London N11
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The Music

An invitation to perform in a concert series in Germany which featured British Music
and performers provided a good opportunity for the choir to perform and record
repertoire which would celebrate our 21st season by presenting many favourite
works alongside some more neglected pieces. What we had not expected when
planning the concerts and recording was that our regular collaboration with Richard
Hickox, CBE, which dated back to 1992, was to end so sadly with his premature
death in November 2008.  The Joyful Company of Singers offers this CD as a
memorial to Richard, who had just become our first President, and a proportion of
the price of each CD sold will be given to the Richard Hickox Foundation, with
thanks and affection for all our work together

As with many JCS programmes most of the music comes from the 20th Century, but
we decided to include Byrdʼs Sing Joyfully - something of a theme tune for the choir.
The ever-popular Stanford Motets, actually written as Graces for Trinity College,
Cambridge, have not appeared in a JCS programme until now, but Vaughan
Williamsʼ Valiant-for-truth has featured regularly over the years, including a Proms
performance in 1998. The Three Latin Motets which were written for the North
Wales Festival in 1972 by Lennox Berkeley represent the composerʼs mature style.
John Rutterʼs Hymn to the creator of light was composed for the dedication of the
Herbert Howells memorial window in Gloucester Cathedral, and clearly
demonstrates his affection for that composer.  The pieces by Jonathan Harvey and
Sir John Tavener are now regarded as classics of 20th century church music, and
have featured regularly in JCS concerts all over Europe.

Joyful Company of Singers

Soprano

Jenny Ball, Cathryn Caunt *
Carolynne Cox, Rebecca Goddard

Fiona Jacob, Rachel  King
Wendy Norman, Dawn Ponniah
Clare Porter *, Tanja Rasmussen
Nicy Roberts, Jenny Van Heerden

Alto

Debbie Alder, Hannah Bale
Francesca Caine, Elaine Gould
Annika Lindskog, Yvette Miller

Joanna Thompson, Susannah Wesley

Tenor

Colin Fleming *, Andrew King
Nick King, Andrew Shepstone, Julian Tolan

Basses 

Kevin Bailey, Tim Bull
Peter da Costa, Jonathan Lane

Andy Mackinder *, David Sparrow
Garrod Stephen, Chris Williams

* Soloists on Track 10
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The second part of the CD consists of settings of Shakespeare, the poet with the
greatest international audience, as well as an inspiration to many composers.
Geoffrey Bushʼs setting of Orpheus with his lute (whether Shakespeare or Fletcher
wrote the words) was first performed by the BBC Chorus, as it was then known, in
1944, whilst Joseph Horovitzʼs delightful As you Like it songs were commissioned
for the Shakespeare Celebrations of 1973.  I am particularly pleased that we have
the opportunity to record the songs written for the JCS by Alun Hoddinott in 1994
to a commission by the Guild for the Promotion of Welsh Music in association with
the Arts Council of Wales.  The disc closes with some of the finest Shakespeare
settings of all, written by Vaughan Williams in 1951 for the British Federation of
Music Festivals. 

© Peter Broadbent  2009

20. The cloud-capped towers, the gorgeous palaces,
The solemn temples, the great globe itself,
Yea, all which it inherit, shall dissolve;
And, like this insubstantial pageant faded,
Leave not a rack behind. We are such stuff
As dreams are made on, and our little life
Is rounded with a sleep.

(The Tempest, Act 4, Scene I)

21  Over hill, over dale,
Thorough bush, thorough brier,
Over park, over pale,
Through flood, thorough fire,
I do wander everywhere,
Swifter than the mooneʼs sphere;
And I serve the fairy queen.

The cowslips tall her pensioners be;
In their gold coats spots you see;
Those be rubies, fairy favours,
In those freckles live their savours:
I must go seek some dew-drops here,
And hang a pearl in every cowslipʼs ear.

(A Midsummerʼs Night Dream, Act 2, Scene 1)

15 4
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Sing Joyfully William Byrd (c1540 – 1623)

Sing joyfully unto God our strength; sing loud unto the God of Jacob! 
Take the song, bring forth the timbrel, the pleasant harp, and the viol. 
Blow the trumpet in the new moon, even in the time appointed, 
and at our feast day. 
For this is a statute for Israel, and a law of the God of Jacob. 

Three Motets  Op.38 Charles Villiers Stanford  (1852-1924)

18. Sonnet CXVI
Let me not to the marriage of true minds 
Admit impediments; Love is not love
Which alters when it alteration finds,
Or bends with the remover to remove:
O, no, it is an ever-fixèd mark,
That looks on tempests and is never shaken;
It is the star to every wand'ring bark,
Whose worth's unknown, although his height be taken.
Love's not Time's fool, though rosy lips and cheeks
Within his bending sickle's compass come;
Love alters not with his brief hours and weeks,
But bears it out even to the edge of doom.
If this be error and upon me proved,
I never writ, nor no man ever loved.

Three Shakespeare Songs Ralph Vaughan Williams

19. Full fathom five thy father lies;
Of his bones are coral made;
Those are pearls that were his eyes;
Nothing of him that doth fade,
But doth suffer a sea-change
Into something rich and strange.
Sea-nymphs hourly ring his knell:

Ding-dong.
Hark! Now I hear them –
Ding-dong, bell!

(The Tempest, Act 1, Scene 2)

2 Justorum animae in manu Dei sunt, 
et non tanget illos tormentum
malitiae. Visi sunt oculis insipientium
mori,  illi autem sunt in pace 

3. Beati quorum via integra est,
qui ambulant in lege Domini. 

4. Coelos ascendit hodie 
Jesus Christus Rex Gloriae: 
Sedet ad Patris dexteram, 
Gubernat coelum et terram. 
Iam finem habent omnia 
Patris Davidis carmina. 
Iam Dominus cum Domino 
Sedet in Dei solio: 
In hoc triumpho maximo 
Benedicamus Domino. 
Laudatur Sancta Trinitas, 
Deo dicamus gratias, 
Alleluia. Amen. 

The souls of the just are in the hand
of God, and the torment of death
shall not touch them. In the sight of
the unwise they seemed to die; 
but they are in peace. 

Blessed are the undefiled in the way,
who walk in the law of the Lord.

Today into the heavens has
ascended Jesus Christ, the King of
Glory, Alleluia! He sits at the Father's
right hand, and rules heaven and
earth, Alleluia!  Now have been
fulfilled all of Father David's songs, 
Now God is with God, Alleluia! 
He sits upon the royal throne of God, 
in this his greatest triumph, Alleluia! 
Let us bless the Lord: 
Let the Holy Trinity be praised, 
Let us give thanks to the Lord, 
Alleluia! Amen. 
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59188-MP 16PP:.  27/11/2009  11:05  Page 6



 5 Valiant-for-Truth Ralph Vaughan Williams (1872-1958)

After this it was noised abroad that Mr. Valiant-for-Truth was taken with a summons,
and had this for a token that the summons was true, “That his pitcher was broken
at the fountain”. When he understood it, he called for his friends, and told them of
it.  Then said he, "I am going to my Father's, and though with great difficulty I am
got hither, yet now I do not repent of all the trouble I have been at to arrive where I
am.  My sword, I give to him that shall succeed me in my pilgrimage, and my
courage and skill, to him that can get it.  My marks and scars I carry with me, to be
a witness for me, that I have fought his battles, who now will be my rewarder”.

When the day that he must go hence, was come, many accompanied him to the
river side, into which, as he went, he said, "Death, where is thy sting?"  And as he
went down deeper, he said, "Grave, where is thy victory?" 

So he passed over, and all the trumpets sounded for him on the other side. 

John Bunyan, "Pilgrim's Progress,"

17. Dirge: from Cymbeline
Fear no more the heat o' the sun,
Nor the furious winter's rages;
Thou thy worldly task hast done,
Home art gone, and ta'en thy wages;
Golden lads and girls all must,
As chimney-sweepers, come to dust.
Fear no more the frown o' the great;
Thou art past the tyrant's stroke:
Care no more to clothe and eat;
To thee the reed is as the oak:
The sceptre, learning, physic, must
All follow this, and come to dust.
Fear no more the lightning-flash,
Nor the all-dreaded thunder-stone;
Fear not slander, censure rash;
Thou hast finished joy and moan;
All lovers young, all lovers must
Consign to thee, and come to dust.
No exorciser harm thee!
Nor no witchcraft charm thee!
Ghost unlaid forbear thee,
Nothing ill come near thee.
Quiet consummation have;
And renownéd be thy grave!
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Three Latin Motets  Op 83 No.1 Lennox Berkeley  (1903-1989) This carol they began that hour
With a hey, and a ho, and a hey nonino,
How that a life was but a flowʼr
In the spring time…….

And therefore take the present time,
With a hey, and a ho, and a hey nonino,
For love is crown-ed with the prime,
In the spring time…….

Shakespeare Songs Alun Hoddinott   (1929-2008)

16. Sonnet XVIII
Shall I compare thee to a summer's day?
Thou art more lovely and more temperate.
Rough winds do shake the darling buds of May,
And summer's lease hath all too short a date.
Sometime too hot the eye of heaven shines,
And often is his gold complexion dimmed;
And every fair from fair sometime declines,
By chance, or nature's changing course untrimmed.
But thy eternal summer shall not fade
Nor lose possession of that fair thou ow'st;
Nor shall death brag thou wand'rest in his shade,
When in eternal lines to time thou grow'st,
So long as men can breathe or eyes can see,
So long lives this, and this gives life to thee.

6. Eripe me, Domine, ab homine
malo:
a viro iniquo libera me;
Qui cogitaverunt malitias in corde:
Tota die constituebant proelia.
Acuerunt linguas suas sicut
serpentis:
Venenum aspidum sub labiis eorum.
Domine, Virtus salutis meae:
Obumbra caput meum in die belli.
Ne tradas me a desiderio meo
peccatori.
Verum tamen justi confitebentur
nomini tuo:
Et habitabunt recti cum vultu tuo.

7. Veni sponsa Christi, accipe
coronam quam tibi Dominus
praeparavit, in aeternum, Alleluia.

8. Regina caeli, laetare, Alleluia 
Quia quem meruisti portare, Alleluia 
Resurrexit, sicut dixit, Alleluia 
Ora pro nobis Deum,  Alleluia

Deliver me, Lord, from evil men:
protect me from wicked men;
Who have conceived evil in their
hearts;
They continually stir up wars.
They have made their tongues sharp
as a snakeʼs;
the venom of vipers is under their
lips. O Lord, the strength of my
salvation, Hide my head in the day of
battle. Do not surrender me to the
desires of the sinful. Nevertheless
the righteous will give thanks to your
name and the upright will dwell in
your presence.

Come, bride of Christ, 
Take the crown that the Lord has
prepared for you, for everlasting.
Alleluia.

Queen of Heaven, rejoice!
For he whom you deservedly bore
has risen again, just as he said.
Pray to God for us. Alleluia!

© Andrew Shepstone (translation) 
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9 Hymn to the Creator of Light John Rutter  (b. 1945)

Glory be to thee, O Lord,
Creator of the visible light, the sunʼs ray, the flame of fire.
Glory be to thee, O Lord,
Creator also of the light invisible and intellectual,
That which is known of God, the light invisible.
Glory be to thee O Lord,
Creator of the light, for writings of the law, 
Glory be to thee for oracles of prophets
Glory be to thee for melody of psalms,
Glory be to thee for wisdom of proverbs,
Experience of histories, a light which never sets.
God is the Lord, who hath shewed us light.
Light who dost my soul enlighten;
Sun who all my life dost brighten;
Joy the sweetest man eʼer knoweth;
Fount, whence all my being floweth.
From thy banquet let me measure, 
Lord, how vast and deep its treasure;
Through the gifts thou here dost give us,
As thy guest in heavʼn receive us.

Lancelot Andrewes (1555-1626) tr Alexander Whyte
J. Franck (1618-77) tr. Catherine Winkworth

Freeze, freeze thou bitter sky, 
That does not bite so nigh 
As benefits forgot: 
Though thou the waters warp, 
Thy sting is not so sharp 
As a friend remembered not. 
Heigh-ho! sing, heigh-ho! etc… 

14 Under the greenwood tree
Who loves to lie with me,
And turns his merry note
Unto the sweet bird's throat,
Come hither, come hither, come hither:
Here shall he see No enemy
But winter and rough weather.
Who doth ambition shun,
And loves to live Iʼ the sun,
Seeking the food he eats,
And pleasʼd with what he gets,
Come hither, etc…

15. It was a lover and his lass,
With a hey, and a ho, and a hey nonino,
That o'er the green corn-field did pass
In the spring time, the only pretty ring time,
When birds do sing, hey ding a ding, ding:
Sweet lovers love the spring.

Between the acres of the rye,
With a hey, and a ho, and a hey nonino,
These pretty country folk would lie,
In the spring time…….

11 8
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10 Come, Holy Ghost Jonathan Harvey    (b.1939)

Come, Holy Ghost, our souls inspire, And lighten with celestial fire;
Thou the anointing Spirit art, Who dost thy sevenfold gifts impart.
Thy blessed unction from above Is comfort, life, and fire of love;
Enable with perpetual light The dullness of our blinded sight.
Anoint and cheer our soiled face With the abundance of thy grace;
Keep far our foes, give peace at home; Where thou art guide no ill can come.
Teach us to know the Father, Son, And thee of Both to be but One
That through the ages all along This may be our endless song.
Praise to thy eternal merit, Father, Son and Holy Spirit.

Bishop J. Cosin, based on Veni Creator Spiritus

11 Song for Athene John Tavener  (b. 1944)

Alleluia. May flights of angels sing thee to thy rest.
Alleluia. Remember me, O Lord, when you come into your kingdom.
Alleluia. Give rest, O Lord, to your handmaid who has fallen asleep.
Alleluia. The Choir of Saints have found the well-spring of life and door of paradise.
Alleluia. Life: a shadow and a dream.
Alleluia. Weeping at the grave creates the song: Alleluia.
Alleluia. Come, enjoy rewards and crowns I have prepared for you.

Text from Shakespeare Hamlet and the Orthodox Funeral Serivce

12 Orpheus (from Portraits) Geoffrey Bush  (1920-1998)

Orpheus with his lute made trees
And the mountain tops that freeze
Bow themselves when he did sing:
To his music plants and flowers
Ever sprung: as sun and showers
There had made a lasting spring.
Every thing that heard him play,
Even the billows of the sea,
Hung their heads and then lay by.
In sweet music is such art,
Killing care and grief of heart
Fall asleep, or, hearing, die.

Text by Shakespeare or Fletcher

Three Choral Songs from “As you like it” Joseph Horovitz  (b. 1926)

13. Blow, blow, thou winter wind 
Thou art not so unkind 
As man's ingratitude; 
Thy tooth is not so keen, 
Because thou art not seen, 
Although thy breath be rude.
Heigh-ho! sing, heigh-ho! unto the green holly: 
Most friendship is feigning, most loving mere folly: 
Then heigh-ho, the holly! 
This life is most jolly. 
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